Central dopaminergic activity influences rats ability to exercise.
Rats were run to exhaustion on a motor driven treadmill. Apomorphine given to intact rats prolonged the time to exhaustion. Apomorphine given to 6-hydroxydopamine lesioned rats also prolonged the time to exhaustion. Intracerebroventricular 6-hydroxydopamine alone reduced the time to exhaustion. Clonidine given to these animals had no effect. We suggest that central dopaminergic activity influences rats ability to exercise.